The USA Patriot Act broadly expands law enforcement's surveillance and investigative powers and represents one of the most serious threats to civil liberties & privacy in U.S. history. 

What does this mean to you?

Civil liberties, especially privacy rights, have taken a severe blow: 

· The law expands the ability of states and the Government to conduct surveillance of citizens. The Government can monitor an individual's web surfing records, use roving wiretaps to monitor phone calls made by individuals "proximate" to the primary person being tapped, access Internet Service Provider records, and monitor the private records of people involved in legitimate protests.

· PATRIOT is not limited to terrorism. The Government can add samples to DNA databases for individuals convicted of "any crime of violence." 

· PATRIOT eliminates Government accountability. While eliminating privacy rights for individual Americans, it creates more secrecy for Government activities.

· PATRIOT authorizes the use of "sneak and peek" search warrants in connection with any federal crime, including misdemeanors- this allows law enforcement officers to enter private premises without the occupant's permission or knowledge and without informing the occupant that such a search was conducted.

· The Department of Justice, with little input from Congress and the American people, is developing follow-on legislation - the Domestic Security Enhancement Act (nicknamed Patriot II) -- which would greatly expand PATRIOT's already sweeping powers.

Sign a petition here:

http://www.readerprivacy.org/
Get more information here:

http://www.nycbordc.org/index.php
http://www.eff.org/patriot/
http://www.readerprivacy.org/info.jsp

Or call your senator!

Senator Charles Schumer - 212-486-4430
Senator Hillary Clinton - 212-688-6262
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