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Resources for Alternative Libraries

An incomplete list of alternative libraries:

ABC No Rio Zine Library, New York City, NY


http://www.abcnorio.org/facilities/zine_library.html
Contains over seven thousand items including independent, underground and marginal publications on subjects such as music, culture, politics, personal experience and travel. The collection is centered on zines addressing political and social issues. 

Alternative Press Center Library, Baltimore, MD

http://www.altpress.org/library.html
One of the largest private collections of alternative publications in the United States. The collection also includes books. This is a library with a social conscience, offering alternative perspectives and information that are often difficult to find in mainstream libraries. The backfiles of the collection are archived at the University of Maryland Baltimore County campus.  

Alternative reading room, Asheville, NC

http://www.cs.unca.edu/~edmiston/tarr.html
Founded in 1990 to create a place where people could see the kinds of magazines not commonly found in mainstream public and/or academic libraries. The collection includes the environment, social & political issues, the media, religion & atheism etc. 

American Radicalism collection, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI

http://www.lib.msu.edu/coll/main/spec_col/radicalism/
Holds over 17,000 items, including books, pamphlets, periodicals, posters, and ephemeral material covering a wide range of viewpoints on political, social, and economic issues in America. The emphasis in the collection is on materials produced by radical groups - both left and right.

Browne Popular Culture Library, Bowling Green State University, Bowling Green, OH

http://www.bgsu.edu/colleges/library/pcl/pcl.html
Includes popular fiction in the romance, mystery-detective, science fiction-fantasy and western genres; the performing arts and the entertainment industry; graphic arts, film and mass communications; popular religion, the occult and the supernatural; sports, recreation and leisure; hobbies, games and amusements; foodways and cookery; etiquette and advice; comedy and humor.

Center for the Study of Political Graphics (CSPG), Los Angeles, CA

http://www.politicalgraphics.org/
Holding over 50,000 posters, the CSPG archive is the largest collection of Post World War II graphics in the United States.
Ché Cafe Collective, UC San Diego, La Jolla, CA

http://checafe.ucsd.edu/zines.html
Contains independent, underground and some marginal publications on subjects such as politics, music, culture, personal experience and travel.

Civic Media Center, Gainsville, FL

http://www.civicmediacenter.org/news/
Alternative press library and reading room. Contains over 10,000 books, journals, zines, videotapes, audio tapes, and newspapers by independent, non-corporate press on a wide variety of subjects.

Comic Art Collection, Michigan State University Library, East Lansing, MI

http://www.lib.msu.edu/comics/
Over 200,000 items including comic books, newspaper comic strips, several thousand books and periodicals about comics.

Durland Alternative Library, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY

http://www.alternativeslibrary.org/
The collection includes contemporary issue-oriented resources often unavailable in research and public libraries including subjects of social change, prison issues, women’s spirituality, AIDS, Indigenous religions, etc. 

Feminist and Lesbian Periodical Collection, Special Collections, Knight Library, University of Oregon, Eugene, OR

http://libweb.uoregon.edu/speccoll/exhibits/lesbianper/index.html
The collection contains 482 lesbian and feminist periodical titles including 36 Oregon titles and 31 international titles.

Holt Labor Library, San Francisco, CA

http://www.holtlaborlibrary.org/
Supports labor and community activists as well as to students, researchers and the public. The collection focuses on labor, social history, Marxist theory and much more. 

Human Sexuality Collection, Cornell University Library, Ithaca, NY

http://rmc.library.cornell.edu/HSC/
Holds periodicals, pamphlets and books, films, art work, unpublished short stories, erotica, legal briefs, private correspondence, and diaries concerned with gay life and significant events in the American gay rights movement since World War II.

Independent Publishing Resource Center (IPRC), Portland, OR

http://www.iprc.org/about.php
Maintains a library of over 4,000 self-published and independently produced materials. Items are available to the public for circulation and for reference use.

Infoshop

http://www.infoshop.org/
Located throughout the world, Infoshops provide social and cultural space, zine archives, libraries, day care centers, cafes, bookstores etc. The Infoshop site includes a list of infoshops throughout the US and other regions as well as theoretical and practical information on anarchism and other radical philosophies. 

Kate Sharpley Library, London, England

http://www.katesharpleylibrary.net/
Depository library of anarchist society. Contains approximately 7,000 English language volumes and a large number of periodicals dating from the nineteenth century to the present. These are currently catalogued on an in-house database. The library also holds material in a variety of foreign languages. 

Labadie Collection, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI

http://www.lib.umich.edu/spec-coll/labadie/
Established in 1911 when Joseph Labadie, a prominent Detroit anarchist, donated his library to the University of Michigan. The collections include a variety of social protest literature together with political views from both the extreme left and the extreme right.
Lavender Legacies Guide (by SAA Lesbian and Gay Archives Roundtable)

http://www.archivists.org/saagroups/lagar/guide/guide.htm

A list of respositories on North America documenting the history and culture of lesbian, bisexual, gay, and transgendered. 
Leather Archives & Museum
http://www.leatherarchives.org/

The Leather Archives & Museum is dedicated to preserving a record of the Leather/SM/Fetish Community: our lifestyles, our communities, our achievements, our history.

Lesbian Herstory Archives, New York City, NY

http://www.lesbianherstoryarchives.org/
Houses over 20,000 volumes, 12,000 photographs, 300 special collections, 1,600 periodical titles, 1,300 organizational and subject files, thousands of feet of film and video footage, art and artifacts, musical records and tapes, posters and T-shirts, buttons and personal memorabilia.
Little Maga/Zine Collection History, SF Public Library Main Branch, San Francisco, CA

http://sfpl.lib.ca.us/librarylocations/main/bookarts/zines/zinehist.htm
Created in the 1960s in response to the flourishing San Francisco Renaissance. SFPL librarians started to collect little magazines around 1966. The collection represents the documentation of literature as well as underground and popular culture of the 20th century.
Manuscript Collections Documenting Women in Society, Special Collections, Knight Library, University of Oregon, Eugene, OR

http://libweb.uoregon.edu/speccoll/guides/women/index.html
Moore Collection of Underground Comix, Robert E. Kennedy Library. Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, San Luis Obispo, CA

http://www.lib.calpoly.edu/spec_coll/comix/
Underground Comix collection within the library’s special collections department. A comix database is available on the Web site.
Niebyl-Proctor Marxist Library, Oakland, CA

http://www.marxistlibr.org/
Consists of about 15,000 books, and over twenty thousand rare pamphlets, some dating back to the early 1920's. The scope of the Karl Niebyl library reflects his wide interests: including world history, economics, philosophy, Marxism-Leninism, labor history, art and aesthetics.

ONE National Gay & Lesbian Archives, Los Angeles, CA

http://www.oneinstitute.org/
Open to the public, this is the world's largest research library on Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgendered heritage and concerns. Relies wholly on community support.

Quatrefoil Library, St Paul, MN

http://www.quatrefoillibrary.org/
Collects, preserves, and shares material and information relevant to gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and other sexual minority communities. Collections include books, videos, sound recordings and Periodicals.

Sallie Bingham Center for Women, Duke University

http://scriptorium.lib.duke.edu/women/
The Center houses a broad range of rare and unique primary source material on women.
Schlesinger Library, Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA

http://www.radcliffe.edu/schles/
Founded in 1943 the Schlesinger Library is one of the foremost women’s history libraries in the U.S. The collections include books, periodicals, manuscripts, organizational records, and audiovisual materials documenting women’s lives since the early 19th century onward. It is open to the public.
Sophia Smith Collection, Smith College, Northampton, MA

http://www.smith.edu/libraries/libs/ssc/
Founded in 1941 the Sophia Smith Collection is an internationally recognized repository of manuscripts, photographs, periodicals and other primary sources in women's history.
Tamiment Library and Robert F. Wagner Labor Archives, NY University, New York, NY

http://www.nyu.edu/library/bobst/research/tam/
Focuses on the complex relationship between trade unionism and progressive politics and how this evolved over time. It includes archival, print, photographs, film, and oral history collections describe the history of the labor movement, history of radical politics, socialism, the New Left, communism, anarchism and more. 

Urbana Champaign Independent Media Center Library, Urbana, IL

http://www.ucimc.org/library/
Supports the information needs of IMC media creators and the community at large. The library collects materials that give voice to those not portrayed in the mainstream/corporate media outlets, and has a preference for materials not available at other local libraries. Includes books, journals, zines, audio and video.

Zine links (The Salt Lake City Public Library)

http://www.slcpl.lib.ut.us/details.jsp?parent_id=145&page_id=174 

Provides a comprehensive list of zine Web sites and libraries in the US, Canada and other countries.
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