Radical Reference 

Web site meeting

January 11, 2005

ABC no RIO

Attending: James Jacobs, Eric Goldhagen, Jonny, Jenna Freedman, Andrew Farrell, Shinjoung Yeo (minutes), Melissa Morrone.

New version of Drupal has been installed with better functionality, more tools, etc. The layout is driven by the user in the form of templates and modules (i.e., uploads, blog posts, answered questions…). Eric has set up a sandbox (basically a mirror or the RR site) for us to experiment before going live.

We discussed how to make the site more functional. Some suggestions were to move the uploaded documents block off the main page and make a link to it in the navigation bar. Moving of the answered questions block was also discussed. It was however agreed upon that is important for the user to see the list of questions on the front page. 

Taxonomy was also discussed. Eric pointed out that Drupal is very good at creating taxonomy to help with access. Jenna suggested using Sandy Berman’s subject headings from Hennepin County Library as the basis for RR taxonomy. Sandy’s subject headings build on LCSH but add humanistic, more socially and politically inclusive and robust terms. All were in agreement that this was a good idea. Jenna will contact Sandy to get his permission. It was also suggested to add something about the taxonomy on the RR about page attributing it to Sandy. A volunteer will be needed to input the terms into Drupal.

Blog posts: Eric suggested a few things to make blog posts more visible to search engines. It was suggested to use the path alias section of the form because self-describing urls are more quickly picked up in google. The guideline for path alias is:

User name/post description (i.e., “shyeo/tsunami” for a blog post about tsunami)

Tutorials needed to more clearly describe the process of creating blog posts and book pages. 

RSS feed. Drupal allows for the creation of multiple RSS feeds. For example, each user has an RSS feed for their blog. This is a good tool, but it needs to be brought more to the front, perhaps by making a page listing all the various feeds.

Jenna asked if an HTML editor like Dreamweaver could be used. The answer is yes. Anyone can create text in an html editor (dreamweaver, Frontpage, Netscape composer…) and then copy and paste the html code into the form in Drupal. Eric also mentioned that there is a Drupal module that only works with Firefox browser (everyone should use Firefox!!) that allows for some simple formatting (bold, italics, bullets…). 

Expansion of the reference shelf. It was agreed that the reference shelf needs to be expanded to make a more robust digital collection. Volunteers are needed to create and update the various sections.

Weblinks: this block is a little confusing. James normally saves this section for links to organizations of interest to RR. Others have posted links that are better suited to a being a blog post (links to articles etc). 

Currently there are only 2 levels of users on the system: administrator (Shinjoung, Jenna, Chuck, Ellen, Eric) and librarian (everyone else). It was suggested to create multiple user levels to add some editorial control and security of content. Right now, all users can change all text. With multiple levels, content could be protected – for example, only the user who created a blog post could edit that blog post. 

The system is being backed up weekly.  

Survey and new users. It was suggested to integrate the survey into a new user form. That would provide some added information, help admins assign user permissions, and add a level of security. Other questions to add to the survey include: user interest(s), professional affiliation(s). 

Website look and feel: James will work on the banner so that the image goes across the page. People thought the colors and text were clear and easily read. New Drupal adds the navigation bar at the bottom of the page as well. If anyone has suggestions for better color schemes etc, please contact James.

Lightning bug tracking system: Eric mentioned a piece of software called Lightning bug. He thought that this system of tracking progress on questions submitted to the site would be better and more transparent than the current listserv system. He will look into it.
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